Results of standard left thoracoabdominal esophagogastrectomy.
The left thoracoabdominal incision is approaching its first century of use. Although less popular than the Ivor Lewis and transhiatal techniques, it continues to be a useful approach for esophageal or gastric tumors near the gastroesophageal junction. For these tumors, the incision provides excellent exposure, and maximizes reconstructive options during esophagogastrectomy. The incision has a proven track record of safety and is well-tolerated.